The third edition of Ztilch's book on brain tumours has been published. It is claimed to be a completely revised edition, although both the concept and the format of its predecessor have been preserved. The book follows the classification of the World Health Organisation; indeed Ztilch was instrumental in bringing together, after much discussion and compromise, a reasonably workable classification in the Histological Typing of Tumours of the Central Nervous System published in 1979. A vast collection of 9000 cases of brain tumours has been reclassified by the author and his co-workers in order to form the basis of the new edition.
The third edition of Ztilch's book on brain tumours has been published. It is claimed to be a completely revised edition, although both the concept and the format of its predecessor have been preserved. The book follows the classification of the World Health Organisation; indeed Ztilch was instrumental in bringing together, after much discussion and compromise, a reasonably workable classification in the Histological Typing of Tumours of the Central Nervous System published in 1979. A vast collection of 9000 cases of brain tumours has been reclassified by the author and his co-workers in order to form the basis of the new edition.
The results are mixed. On the positive side, we have the clearly written and beautifully illustrated classical text. The description of each tumour entity follows the same pattern: introduction, historical note and definition, epidemiology (age, sex, frequency and site), gross pathology, histology, special investigations (electron microscopy, tissue culture, histochemistry) and differential diagnosis. This extensive pathological description is followed by some information on biological behaviour, metastasis, recurrence and, finally, on clinical course. Thus the book lives up to the promise of its subtitle: it indeed attempts to encompass both pathology and biology.
The new edition is also disappointing. It hardly reflects recent developments in neuro-oncology, particularly in immunohistochemistry and molecular biology. There is little doubt that immunohistochemistry has enormously contributed not only to the accuracy of diagnosis, but also to the understanding of the evolution and differentiation potential of brain tumours. Yet there is only a perfunctory acknowledgement to the wide variety of cellular antigens which have been routinely used in neuro-oncology. It is surprising that in the chapter on astrocytomas the diagnostic importance of glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) is barely mentioned and astrocytes themselves are demonstrated by gold sublimate rather than immunohistochemistry using antibodies to GFAP, a practice which is surely at odds with the everyday routine of most laboratories. Immunohistochemistry has convincingly shown the differentiation potential of medulloblastomas and again the book fails to review recent results. The chapter on primary malignant lymphomas is particularly disappointing and to some extent, with a mixture of old and new nomenclature, misleading. The vast reference list is impressive, but it is neither comprehensive, nor up -to -date; there are few references to work carried out in the 1980s. In the preface of the new edition Ztilch defined the aim as "to consolidate our old concepts and experiences". Perhaps a re-appraisal in the light of recent developments would have resulted in a more successful book. Recognition of the multiplicity of neurotransmitters and their action through binding to specific receptors, and a growing awareness of the important role for protein growth factors in the differentiation of nerve cells, has revolutionised our concepts of structure and function of the nervous system. Recently developed techniques employing recombinant D N A and monoclonal antibodies have provided new dimensions for basic scientific research, and the contributions to this volume exemplify their application to neurobiology.
P.L. Lantos, London
The presentation and layout of the contents are of a very high standard and the book has been published within a year of the conference date. The value of a publication of this kind is that it provides a forum for new ideas and for discussion of results in the earlier stages before they appear in specialised journals. Thus the usual long delay between completion of the work and access to the data by the scientific community can be avoided. Both the veteran and the novice neurobiologist will find this selection of papers stimulating reading.
M. L. Cuzner, London
Electrical stimulation and neuromuscular disorders. The title of this book is misleading. The clinician will be disappointed to find only two contributions dealing with human pathology. O.M. Scott and coworkers have shown that in children with Duchenne's muscular dystrophy a significant increase in maximal voluntary contraction can be achieved by chronic low-frequency electrical stimulation. O. Schmitt presents promising results of electrostimulation in the treatment of idiopathic scoliosis, which, however, is not generally considered to be a neuromuscular disorder. The effect of electrical stimulation on denervated muscle of rabbits has been studied by W. A. Nix. It is surprising that after so many years of widespread use of electrotherapy in the treatment of peripheral nerve injuries no valid data on its efficacy in terms of amount and speed of regeneration and reinnervation and of functional outcome in humans are available. A large part of the volume is dedicated to the basic principles of electrical stimulation in normal muscle. The standard of most contributions, which have been written by leading experts in their fields, is high. Like most proceedings of congresses and symposia this volume suffers from the lack of homogeneity of the various papers. Some are pure reviews, while others present original experimental findings. The book will certainly serve as a valuable source of references for workers in the field. To the clinician and physiotherapist, however, it will be of limited use, because data relevant to practise are scarce.
H. P. Ludin, Berne
